
 
 

Chair Report for 1 April 2019 to 31 March 2020 

Bula Vinaka, Fakaalofa lahi atu, Fakatalofa atu, Kia orana, Mālō e lelei, Mālō nī, Talofa lava, Tēnā 

koutou katoa and warm Pacific greetings  

Failoa Famili was formed on 30th January 2019 by a group of passionate mums whose desire was to 
see our Pacific families embrace life to the fullest so that our young people, women and girls can 
make positive choices in today’s fast pace changing world. Our New Zealand, Samoan and Tongan 
heritage gave us inspiration to form our Trusts name~ 

Failoa in Samoa is 'just do it'.  Famili in Tongan is 'family'. 

We believe that a holistic approach is key to creating positive education and inspiring events to 
address the skills and information gap prevalent within Pasifika communities today. Through ‘hope’ 
and ‘motivation’ we create opportunities for our people to become more self-sufficient, have better 
families and become stronger communities by providing quality training, advice and information for 
families and our people. 

In the first 12 months of operating we have been able to deliver over 16 life skills workshops, launch 
a Pacific Women in Tech Talanoa, promote Pacific language, culture & identity with Pacific youth and 
raise over $100K to deliver our programmes. 

Thank you to our stakeholders and funders for believing in our vision and the authentic connections 
we have with our community. Through our partnerships and funding we have been able to touch the 
lives of over 600 Pacific families and 5000 Pacific people. This would not have been possible without 
the support from our volunteers, families and operations led by Naomi Saluni Tavau. Thank you for 
always having the heart to serve and lead our small team. 

Although the second half of the financial year was disrupted by Covid-19, Failoa Famili was able to 
become agile and repurpose our workshops and events utilizing online digital platforms and social 
media. We were able to create support packages to assist the vulnerable in our Pacific communities 
including our young women and girls by creating special health and hygiene support packs with 
thanks to our partners.  

We look forward to a year of growth as we aspire to work closely with partners that share similar 
values and want to understand the lens of Pacific women that shape our diverse Pasifika 
communities. 

Fa'afetai tele lava 

Ia soifua ma ia manuia 

 

Sara-Jane Elika  

BA(hons), BA/LLB  

MInstD 

Trustees: (L-R) Molly Auva’a- O’Brien, Sara Jane Elika,                

Ruta Langi, Miriama Figota, Naomi Saluni Tavau 

www.failoafamili.com 
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